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Abstract

This study aims to detect the monthly/seasonal changes in the
composition of benthic communities in the Fanar Ibn Hani
protected area, to the north of Lattakia, using (36) benthic samples
collected during the period (2015-2016) from depths15. 25, 40 m
using the Van Veen Grab. The benthic samples were studied
quantitatively and qualitatively by classifying the organisms to the
level of genus and species, as well as the abundance and biomass
(wet weight) of each species on the square meter of the sea bottom
was calculated. (117) species of the Mollusks, including (117)
species of Gastropoda, (60) species of Bivalvia, (35) species of
Crustacea, (40) species of Polychaete, in addition to many other
taxonomic units. The number of alien species reached (23) species
of different origins, many of these species are considered invasive.

Keywords:
Syrian coast, Marine Biodiversity, Zoobenthos, Invasive Alien
species, Molluscs, Crustaceans.
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